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We all claim to be children of God.  We welcome the youngest among 

us to the front of this worship space to give thanks to the Lord for the 

Gospel that is known to all of us regardless of our age or station in life.  

Good morning.  Howôs everybody?   

 

We are now entering the dog days of summer and around our house 

they are the dog days of summer because this is when Fender often 

gets to go to the beach.   

 

 

 

But Fender doesnôt get to go to the beach without some gear.  He has 

some beach gear and we keep it in the back of the car.  And hereôs 

what Fender needs in order to be able to go to the beach: 

 

 

 

He needs his Dewey Beach tag/license  

 

 

 

In order to give us permission to have him on the beach.  Dewey 

Beach has figured out a way to make $35 for every person who has a 

dog who wants to walk them on the beach.  You have to have a beach 

tag.  And if you donôt have a beach tag on your dog, guess what?  They 

will write you a ticket.  Oh!   

 

 

He also has a toy called a ñChuck-itò which is a blue thing that acts 

like a super strong arm that can throw toys. 

 

 



 

And we take that because he loves to play with it.  He loves to chase it.   

 

 

 

 

 

Most importantly, however, we take a bottle of water with us every day 

for what is called hydration.   

 

 

Hydration is something that only became known to human beings in 

about the last twenty years.  Actually hydration is really important and 

whatôs happened is in the last twenty years medicine and science has 

taught us how important it is for us to have a lot of water in our bodies, 

especially when it is that time of the year when the water leaves our 

bodies really fast.  

 

 

So who is responsible for making sure that Fender has all of his stuff?  

Does Fender have a responsibility?  No, Fender is a dog.   

 

 

 

 

Fender is a dependent.  Anybody know the word dependent from your 

income taxes?  Itôs an important word, right?   

 

 

 

He depends on me.  And on our income taxes a dependent is a person 

who lives in our house under our care.  So fender is a dependent. 

 

 

 

 

Iôm the provider. 

 

 

 

 



 

Which means that it is my responsibility to provide for all his needs.   

 

 

 

 

 

And in a very real sense, Fenderôs life is in my hands, because as a 

provider, Iôm responsible for caring for him.   

 

 

 

This idea of being a provider is a really really old idea and itôs interest-

ing where the word in English comes from.  It comes from an ancient 

Latin word, providere and it literally means up ahead to see what will 

be needed.  In other words, it is like to see the future.  We provide 

when we have the things in supply and available to us that we know 

that weôre going to need. 

 
So, to provide for others is to look ahead and see what will be needed 

and make sure that we have it ready to go.   

 

 

 

 

So, I provide what Fender needs most of the time, but you see, Iôm not 

perfect. 

 

 

 

 

Only God provides everything that we all needé 

 

 

 

 

All the time.  And thatôs one of the differences between God and us.  

God provides for all of our needs all the time.  We provide for each 

otherôs needs as best as we can most of the time. 

 



There is a story thatôs told in the Good News according to John about 

Jesus who met a woman at a well.  And hereôs how it goes, and it talks 

about being a provider:  While Jesus rested by a well, A Samaritan 

woman came to draw water.  So, Jesus said to her, because probably he 

was thirsty, ñMay I have a drink?ò  And the woman was shocked.  Do 

you know why she would be surprised that Jesus asked her for a drink?  

Well, in those days a Samaritan was thought to be diseased and un-

clean, and Jesus, being a Jew, had this in effect prejudice in his mind 

when he asked her for a drink.  He had, however, a very different idea 

about the concept of prejudice and thinking that other people were dis-

eased and unclean.  This is what he said to her:  In me asking for a 

drink of water, God is doing something amazing right here and right 

now.  In fact, you should be asked me for a drink of living water.  And 

the woman said, kind of surprised that Jesus would be offering a drink 

of living water, said to him:  But you have no bucket and this well is 

very deep.  Where will you get this living water?  And Jesus said to 

her:  There is no living water here in this well.  If you drink this water, 

youôll get thirsty again.  The living water isnôt in this well; itôs in me.  

Drink the living water I provideéAnd youôll be satisfied forever.   

 

See, this is not a story about water and wells.  

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs really a story about faith, faith in the one that we call the Good 

Shepherd. 

 

 

 

And for the next three weeks, we are going to be talking about the 

Good Shepherd in Psalm 23, so let me just kind of review those first 

few verses.  You can say them with me if you like.  The Lord is my 

shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures.  

He leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul.  He leads me in 

paths of righteousness for His nameôs sake.   

 

 

 

 


