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Childrenôs Sermon:       Mark 16:5-7 

We rejoice in the presence of the One who is not only made new in us, 

but through us, Christ our Lord.  We welcome the children to the front 

of this worship space to celebrate what God has done.   

 

 

 

I was out of the office for a couple of days last week.  

 

 

 

 

And coming back is always exciting because you never quite know 

what you are going to find when you return. 

 

 

 

 

So, on my desk, the staff very dutifully  

 

 

 

 

 

and very regularly places a bunch of things that I need to see and know 

about right away.  

 

 

 

Itôs a surprise.  Itôs a glorious surprise.  Thereôs all sorts of things I 

have to do, correspondence I have to read, things Iôve got to respond 

to. 

 

 



 

But on my desk this time, in addition to all the stuff I gotta do was 

something really cool.  It was a special bag. 

 

 
 

And on the bag was a tag and the tag said, ñLove from Nigeria.  The 

Olagbemiôs.  Now, do you know where Nigeria is?  Itôs just south of 

Baltimore.  And it takes about an hour and forty-five minutes to geté

no, Nigeria is a very faraway place.  Itôs part of a continent called Afri-

ca. 

 

 

And I couldnôt wait to open it because I had a feeling I knew what was 

in the bag.   

 

 

 

 

Fender couldnôt wait either.   

 

 

 

 

 

Heôs like face first all the way in there.   

 

 

 

 

 

And unfortunately it was nothing that he could appreciate or use.   

 

 

 

 

 

It was a beautiful piece of handiwork, 

 

 

 



 

By Ibukunôs mom, Ola, and I held it up and thought, ñGee, I hope this 

fits.ò 

 

 

 

 

And sure enough, it did, and I wore it the rest of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, Ola is a seamstress and much of the clothing that you see her 

wear when she is here are things that she has made.   

 

 

 

And so I wanted to thank them very much for their surprise, Ola and G

-day, they were all part of it and you can see they are wearing clothing 

that she has made in that picture.   

 

 

So I had a nice surprise.  Actually I had two surprises:  the stuff I had 

to do and this cool gift which was really neat.  So, what is a surprise?  

Hmmm.  Let me give you a great example.  Here comes Fender!  

Thatôs the surprise.  There was the cool surprise that Fender might 

come running up here and lick everybodyôs face and then there was the 

not so cool surprise that heôs not in the room, nor is going to be al-

lowed in the room this morning.  

 

 

A surprise is something unexpected.  For example, before I said it, you 

werenôt looking for Fender.  Itôs something unexpected that causes all 

sorts of emotions:  amazement, shock, wonder, sadness.  There are 

some surprises in life that are really sad, right?   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Some surprises are literally no fun, I mean, they can really wreck us.   

 

 

 

 

And other surprises, they are fun.  And hereôs the thing:  you ever quite 

in any given day whether you are going to have really cool surprises or 

whether you are going to have surprises that are no fun.   

 

 

 

Because, our lives are just full of surprises, 

 

 

 

 

 

And what we believe is that God is there for every one.   

 

 

 

 

One of the biggest surprises of anybody who ever believed in God 

came on Easter Sunday and this is the story of three big surprises that 

three women discovered: 

 

 

 

At dawn, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Salome 

went to the tomb of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Surprise #1 was this: 

 

 

 

 


